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H o U taft often 50 4 ne th ge 5 
thee ſome reaſonable Satisfaction on- 
cerning the Principles of Natural 'Reli- 
ion, and as it were, put me to open De- 
fiance, to vindicate my Apoſtaſie (as thou call'ſt it) 
which I glory in, and am DPeremptorily reſolved to 
maintain, as far as Senſe and Reaſon will allow me. 
Tho I do not pretend to Infallibility,yet, till I have 


greater and more convincing Evidence to ſupport 
the Truth of Chriſtianity than I preſume I can pro- 
duce agalaſt it, I will preſerve my ſelf fixt in that 
State ot Reaſon and Nature wherein I was created, 
and will never lay a ws upon my Neck in dire 


1 


to Convulhons, and betreys ſuch 
Inconſiſtency, that a Man cannot, without forfeit. . 
ing his Reaſon; be © infatuated, as to ſhelter un- 


Oppoſition to the juſt Will and Deſign of my Crea: 


tor. I do not.queſtion but thou wilt condemn me as 
perverſe and obſtinate, as one wilfully * - | 

| O remove 
therefore, or at leaſt qualiſie theſe ſevere Imputa- | 


againſt, and impatient of Conviction. 


tions, 1 will briefly inſiſt 8 ſome Particulars, 
which at firſt induced me to 
Diſpenſation, and reſtored me to that Natural love- 
ly Freedom which I now enjoy. Thou art ſenſible 
hat I] was no way byaſs d with Paffion or Education, 
and that 1 had no private Intereſt to allure me; 
nay, thou knoweſt what Croſſes and Diſappoint- 
ments 1 immediately engaged, when I broke the 


Chains of Chriſtianity which continually gall'd we \ 


for ſo many Jong Years : And th fol reſume 


| thou wilt have the Faith tobelieve what 1 Ay, and | 
be ſo impartial as to judge of what I have done, as 


the ſole Reſult of Reaſoning and Reflection. | 


LI need not tell thee; that Unity is an Eſſential ; 
Note of your whole Church, and — agar — | 
0 


the Church of England, as being a Mem 


jake Hands with your | 


K 
ö 
= 
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« 


Univerſal Body of Chriſtians : Now as far as my i 


Judgment will reach; wherever this Ingredient is 


. 
| 


wanting, the whale Compoſition preſently falls in- 
1 ſuch! Weakneſs an 


der a Diſpenſation ſo monſtrous and ſelf. contradict- 


ing. *Twill be no great difficulty to apply this, 
ſince it is very notorious, that there is not a Con- 
| Fritution upon the Face of the Earth fo diſtracted 
with Rents and Diviſions as the Church of England ; 
et forſooth, ſhe muſt ſtill be a true Church, her 
Fsäaith and Baptiſm muſt be one, when two parts — 


N s 


#7 7 0m 


the whole Kingdom profeſs a different Creed, and 


were never enter'd into your Soci 
to the Canons of your Church., If 


according to 
is be not plain 


= Nonſenſe and Inconſiſtency, I will immediately tack 
about to my old Principles, paſs under the 


Yoke. 


After all this, tis but Self. evidence, that but one 
Party can poſſibly be in the Right; yet how 2zea- 
lous is every Sect to ſupport its own Notions, be 
they never ſo contrary to Reaſon, or your Revela- 
tion. What Tricks and Subterfuges are made uſe 
of, how groſly is your Scripture,” the Standard of 
your Faith and Manners erted, to juſtifie and 
varniſh o'er the ſervile Paſſions and Intereſts of dan- 
gerous and deſigning Men, who make their — | 
on truckle to Money and Preferment, and proſti- 
tute the Word of your God to palliate the baſeſt 
and moſt enormous Pretences. Is not this ſufficient 
to raiſe the Spleen of any Moral Man, and bring 


NY the whole Profeſſion in Diſpute? Who can chuſe 


but fling about him, and ſhake off his Chains, when 
he 2 the ub eos: Been — his r 
| y digeſt the worſt and ra ypocriue, un- 
Aer pretence of doing God Service? a Pretence 
that would force a Blum from one who never had 
had Revelations to guide him. If thou wilt believe 
me, Tim, a ſerious Reflection upon theſe things have 
made Men fly in the very Face of Chriſtianity, and 
ſweat at the Thoughts of it; for my own part, I 
can ſatisfie thee by Experience; for when I caſt my 
Thoughts L the ſtate of Afairs that immediate- 
1 Ave and ſucceeded the Sufferings of the 
Bleſſed Charles the Firſt, when I conſider d the de- 
baucht and lewd Practices that went under the 
8 1 Cloak 


= (6 * IIS 
Cloak and Cou ntenanceiof your Religion, when tot: b 
only the moſt ridiculous Flies, but the Malice, Pride, 
Paſſion, and — the hotteſt Saints were 4 : 
:therdu the Son and 145 l of your God, that 
Men had recourſe to God for all che Villanies they | 
were reſolved to eommit; chat. they made long 
Prayers to devour Widows Houſes, and proclaim- 
ed a Faſt to kill and take Poſſeſſion: In ſhort, when | 
J found Chriſtianity; proſtituted to the baſeſt Furpo- 
es, and the moſt * — Profeſſion was a ſhelter | 
for the vileſt Knavery, Iſynimoned/all m. Reaſon 


to account for theſe ama xing and ſtupendious Con- J 


tradictions; — ound them not to be accounted 
- for, 2 —— — — the > Home, * | 
retent ty L on, with che 
ricks aud Dorblng⸗ of the Profeſſors of i it; foT | 
_inmediately- turned Septick 9 the Point. and | 
concluded. that *twas' all the Effect of Bigotted Su-. 
perſtition, Cheat and Deluſion.” "When F confi =_ i 
"That the ſame Leaven of Hypocriſie is ſtill working | 
in this Age, that it o — ſtalks about under t 4 
plauſible Tovett: of Piety and Devotion, and will | 
infallibly introduce the ſame Anqrchy and Confuſi- | 
on that is unatoned for, 1 was more confirried 
in my Bo ohitions, and fixt my Principles accord, 


ing ta the: Light of Nature at a remoter 1 95 
HON: om Rays of your Goſpel, 8 
5 r +5 77 4 050 


Would not any Man, chat pretends to Rea fon, 

_ the uſe of it, turn his Back ũpon Chriſtianit 
| when he reflets upon Alon moroſe ind uncharitable 
{ogy that notoriou ppears in its Profeſlbrs ? ? 

t was the Confeffion of nenn Ergingnt Divine now in | 

par Church, that he thinks it no mighty attaln- 
went to be able in Only to MANAG? a "Cantro- | 

VET 


Wn 3 
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verſie coolly and ſedately, without bitter or provo- 
king Reflections, or contemptuous Expreſſions 5 


and further, That though Men of warm Tempers 


may find it ſamewhat difficult to govern their Spi- 
rits and Paſſions, as it becomes them in the head of 
Diſputing by word of Mouth, one would think that 
a ſmall meafure of Humility, or good Nature, or 
of Diſcretion and Prudence, would make it no hard 


Matter to acquire that other Attainment ; and 


much more, that no one who is a Chriſtian in Spi- 


| 
Tit and 1 iE as well as in Notion and Profeſ- 
t 


ſion, can find it a difficult Matter to arrive at it. 
However, when notwithſtanding | found with what 


inveterate Spite and Malice your ſeyeral Parties 


proſecute one another, what odious and bitter In- 
vectives and defamatory Libels they write one-a- 
gainſt another, wherein all the ſecret Follies of each 


Party are openly blazed publiſhed, all the Ex- 
rors aggravated, all thei Opinions racked and tor- 
_ tured, to charge Folly, Blaſphemy, and Nonſenſe 


upon each other reciprocally, one Party accuſed 


for pulling down your Church, by voting her out 


of Danger; another cenſured for Sedition, for 


 Tranding up in her Defence, one ſide condemb'd for = 


Popery, the other for Rebellion; I ſay, when I ſe- © 
Tiquſly tonro'd my Thoughts upon theſe Things, I 

concluded from their Inipeachments and mutual Con- 
ceſſions, that both'Sides were equally Guilty, and . 


That, ſince they always pretended to act upon Chri- 


ſtian Principles, their Diſpenſation was nothing 
but an intricate and perplext Maze, of abtun aul 


contrary Notions ; aid how could I otherwiſe con- 


clude, when ſuch monſtrous and rediculous Prafti- 


J Zan. 
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What Thoughts myſt a Man entertain of your 


Chriſtian Ecopomy, when he conſiders, that the 
moſt Auguſt Myſtery of your holy Religion, the 


Lord's Supper (as you call it) is legally allowed to | 
de proſtituted to the Intereſts of ambitious States® | 
men, and blaſphered by the Countenance of pub- 


lick Authority? Nay, many of your Biſhops who 
(according to my Apprehenions ) were commiſſio- 
ned by their great! 

Inſtitution from Contumely and Prophanation, very 


violently engaged to render it, common and con- 
temptible; and by this means thought to expreſs # 


their Zeal for their Country and Religion; anda very 


cordial one in my 15 to accompliſh tho Baby 4 
t can any Man think of one 


verſion of both, W 
who tells him that he cannot in Conſcience join in 
'the eſtabliſh'd Liturgy of your Church, for fear of 
being profaned, of committing of a and fal- 
into Superſtition; yet he will upon ſome parti- 
1 


* 
2 


his Redeemer will be any way beneficial to him) 


force himſelf to join in the Common Service of your 


Church, and communicate according to her Inſtitu · 


the State. This is your Occaſional Conformiſt, a 


Man of Probity and ſimple Honeſty, whoſe Religi- 
og depends only uppen the Breath of a few ignorant. 


Mechanicks, who can vote him to come to Church? 
"whenever they pleaſe. What, Opinion thou haſt gf 


dim 1 cannot tell; but for my own part, 1 2 


* 


— — 
o 


* 
' 4 
. 2 


„ to guard that venerable 


regent Occaſions, (when he apprehends j 
his Prefelce there, and the receiving the Body of 


ion? What incoherent Nonſence is here! What 
knaviſn Shifting and Doubling is ſuch a Man guilty 
of! He is afraid of receiving the Elements upon his 
_ Rnees,. for fear of Idolatry ; but when ? only when 
he cannot get Votes enough to ſecure his Intereſt in 


=. ka acc as all tl feds Aa& 


| and may be blown in and out at their Pleaſure. No 


pour Eſtabliſhment, would appear 8 
6 | _ for the Intereſts of ' thoſe whoſe Buſineſs | 


nn Pg, ons Fo. Feta 


| 79 =_ 
ſolemnly wit the honeſt Indian; that Ws 
to enjoy the greateſt Beatitudes of Hea caren 


with him, I would willingly . CY 
woid his Company. 


The notorious == if it deſerves ot 
vourable an 1 ch I perceive 
many Tree Re - — ur 2 — — 
rt of your Ecc ical Conſtitution, e engl 
— me to conclude their Religion to be 


Man I preſume, who can be ſuppoſed to wiſh well to 


Deſign is under the plauſible Covert of Chriſtianity, to 
tri ua ah = —_ — perry and Ro 
To ſpea inly, who won d man 

of our Church expreſs ſuch a cordial Ar ena 
towards the Conduct of your Proteſtant Diſſenters, 
Per ſons that have blown up the whole Kin 7 —＋ 
to a Flame, and laid it in Aſhes ? —_ 
have been amazed to hear them cajole thoſe * 
Seperation, by vindicating the Licence they 
procured them in direct ſition to the Hierarchy 
and Epiſcopal Miniſtry of your Church, whilſt a 
the ſame time your yer onm lies bleeding of the 
Wourids that this Indulgence hath made in her very 
Bowels. Nay, I profeſs ſolemnly, they ſeem to 
ſhew as great (1 2 Ing to ſay greater) Reſoln- 
tion in the defence of this Exemption, as they ex- 
preſs towards the ſupport of the Church, which 1 
preſume they bave greater Obligation to defend. 
How can any Man digeſt ſuch amazing Contradicti- 
ons as theſe ? either your Biſhops thought Toleration 


| 85 the > good of your — or they did not 1 


2 — - 5 
, > * V4, 


1 TTT 
it they did, in my Opinion, they judged by Contra- 
ries: ſince they might; 'eafily be ſenſible in a few | 
hours: Reading, or Conſideration, that ſuch Mini- g 
ers ſhould rather be ſuppreſt than igdulg'd, efpe- | 
_ cially when they have always proved to be a head- 
ſtrang and growing Miſchief, of ſuch looſe and de. 
baughid. Praaciples, i pt no Eſtabliſhment Civil or 
legally, ſheltred under its Protection: If they did 


ty it is the more unaccountable, that they ſhould 


. pnanimovuſly canſent to eſtabliſh that almoſt as one 
of theLiherties of the Subject, which they were ſen- | 
{ible would undermine the whole Foundation of your 
Church: But that which-ſtill increaſes my Amaze- 
ment, is to find them. continually upon all Occaſi- 
ons conſultiag to aſſard their Profeſs'd Enemies, 
the greateſt Protection and Encouragement imagi- 
gable: Within my Memory they projected to dilate | 
and expand the Communion of your Church, and 
adapt her Lĩturgy to the nice Digeſtion of your for- 


mal ſturdy Separatiſts. But I think they betrayd 


2 grest deal of Weakneſs in the Adventure; for can 
any Man think that Perſons of ſuch inſatiable Am- 


dition could have been eaſie and ſatisfied: only upon 


the Omiſſion of a few indifferent Punctilio's? No 
certainly, for if they appear reſtleſs, and heaving | 
under a:;Toleration, a Comprehenſion would have | 
proved very infignificant to keep them in Commu- | 
Dion with your Church... I tell thee, Tim, they in- 
_ ſenſibly ſteal in upon your Conſtitution, and by ſuch 
— Gradations will at laſt juſtle you out of all. 

1 would have thee reflect ſeriouſſy upon theſe things, 
_ and lam perſwaded thou wilt entertain a very wa- 
yering Opinion of a Religion that harbours ſuch a 
monſtrous and contradicting Notion, as a Biſhop a- 

*gaiuſt the Church. SE En Lo Sol 


* 


(A 
at Charity Was a neceſſary 0 
In almoſt effential to the Frame of your 
Religion; bot whers1s it to be found 2 not in Jour | 

Prelates, who betray 'a Temper in their Cond 
we inconſiſtent ph ere 2 ought to re- 
Crate their f Feng a iS 
m te their Style, and act a to 
FPrinciples of th Fer Pro fein ſſion, a they ſhould 
diſcover their 91 5 1 5 towards. tboſe of their 
3 own Function, th iniſters of your Church, when- 


ever they were 1 y as to fallund their Cen- 
ſure: But inſtead o ki ik an Prodene, d t 


appear immoderately hot and and heady 
un 
ments and. InyeQives, el 

duce Shame and 5 Coon upon their own Order 


I have often heard 


to all Poſterity ; z duct v 
the e dme of t 


| they are ſoi u Con? 5 violent, as . into Ex- 
to 


| ſuch Malice, (for thou wilt not allow me to 
| wr eee Y Mar Man who retends to com- 
mon EY dall Ff would bluſh to be guil- 
i {ball.1 fay then of that irreconcile- 
le Hctanes? kk inion, at leaſt that they keep bp 
between eſe of: that ſturdy Temper - 
is predominant in them, that Ao wil, not re- 
cede one. Point from their on. adored Notions, 
though the' Wine ty, and the v of 
jour e, he lie at Stake, 2 laGmuck, | t a vi 
lant Enem intent n his. rtunity, mi it 
eaſily bolt 172 n our oe Locke wle the 
| Stren th of thoſe who. ſhould ſupport it is mutual- 
Iy weaker'd and Avid. Tis no wonder, in my 
| PA — are fomented i inthe Flock, 


when 8 


C 
en the Shepherds act upon contrary Principles: 
Tim, lay thy Hand upon thy Breaſt, and do not 
charge me with Apoſtaſie, Raſhneſs and Folly. y. 
Since I have inſiſted ſomewhat particularly upon 
the Conduct of your Biſhops, I cannot omit dn 
Circumſtance, which gave great Satisfaction and 
Encouragement, and did not a little adyance me 
into that ſtate of Nature, Liberty and Reaſon | 
"which 1 am now poſſeſsd of. I once had a great | 
Veneration for the Cenſures of your Church, and 
at firſt was very tender and cautious of recedi 
from your Revealed Religion, for fear of expoſing 
my ſelf to the ſtroak of her Diſcipline, which 1 con- 
cetved to be very dreadful and terrible; but 1 Pick: 
ly came to my felf, and after ſome Reflection found 
the Power of the Keys, to be a meer Nominal 
Authority, lodg'd in the Hands of your Biſhops and 
'their Proctors, like an artificial Thunder-bolt to 
frighten the Commonalty into a blind Obedience 
and Submiſſion. So I puſh'd forward, and at laſt 
arriv'd in that Harbour wherein I am at preſent 
inſtated. For I could not force my ſelf to think 
that your Diſcipline was any more than a Fiction, 
ſince the Execution of it was omitted, upon which 
I apprehended the very Being of your Church did 
depend; whether I was deceiv'd in my Determina- 
Tion I leave thee to judge; But upon ſuppoſition 
that your Biſhops are actually commiſſioned with 
ſuch an Authority, and that the ſeaſonable and re- 
gular execution of it will (as I am ſure it would) 
ſecure the Peace and Unity of your Church, I pre- 
 JTume it is indifferent whether. She ſtands or falls, 
when ſuch eaſie and neceſſary Means are wholy o- 


To 
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mitted to Support Her. 
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To Summ up all (for I am ſenſible thy Patience 
is almoſt expir'd) when I obſerv'd the viour _ 
of Inferiour Clergy, to be fundamentally op- 

ite to the Principles of their Religion, when 1 

ivd that they chang'd and turn'd about their 

Principles according to their Intereſts, that they 
courted and flatter'd notorious Phanaticks, in 
proſpect of ſecular Advancement, that they ſwore 
to ſtand up in the defence of your ſacred Conſtitu- 
tion, yet vigorouſly united with the profeſt Enemies 
of your Church : In ſhort, mhen | obſery' ſuch 
Trimming and Volubility in their Principles and 
Practices, that I was confident could not be reconci- 
lcd with the Courage and Conſtancy they would-in= 
ſinuvate to be the DoQrines of — I conclu- 
ded your Diſpenſation to be ſupported by the ſame 
Policy that invented it, and to be nothing but the 
Reſult"of Bigottry and Enthuſiaſm. 

Theſe are the chief Reaſons I can uce to 


yindicate my ſeperation from your Church, but 


thou art yet unſatisfi d, 1 will add, that I pre- 
ſame the whole Body of your Church and State, 
would never allow a Liberty of Conſcience, if Sal- 
vation were not to he attai d by the Profeſſion of 
Natural as well as Reveald Religion — 


I am, Tim, © 
= 2}2Þv AﬀeRtianate Friend} 
er 7 
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